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This exhibition approaches the making and collecting of art as a means of transcendence. It
operates as an inspired temporal and cultural journey, punctuated by two distinct thematic
groups. The first is a collection of Gold Coast slave castles by the Ghanaian artist Paa Joe and the
second is a private collection of historic oil paintings. Together these groups bookend a visual
essay across disparate time periods and geographies that probe existential mysteries such as
mortality, divinity, self, purpose, and the universal human quest to understand the world in which
we live.

The sculptures by Paa Joe were commissioned by the gallery’s late co-founder, Claude Simard,
himself a voracious collector whose spirit infuses many of the unexpected objects on display
throughout The School. Fashioned in the spirit of Ghanaian fantasy coffins, Paa Joe’s structures
form a bridge between the material world and possibilities beyond impermanence.

This transcendental shift from the tangible to the metaphysical is the point of convergence for
many of the works included in this exhibition. Inspired and devotional works, such as Hindu nāga,
or serpent, drawings, Juan Sánchez Cotán’s Mannerist painting, Virgin of Silence, carved bateba
figures of the West African Lobi, and Becky Suss’ contemporary painting In Memoriam (for
Emily), acknowledge divinity and timelessness, faith and remembrance.

Juxtapositions of seemingly disparate works prompt unexpected conversation surrounding
spirituality and the human condition, in both the past and present. Francisco Pacheco’s The
Vocation of Saint Luis Gonzaga, depicting the young Jesuit priest who cared for plague victims in
the 16th century and later died from the disease, hangs adjacent to a contemporary wall relief by
Beverly Fishman, Untitled (ADHD / Opiod Cocktail), which explores today’s drug industry and
America’s dependency on pills. In another area of the gallery, Kerry James Marshall’s Souvenir
drawings, dedicated to cultural figures and Civil Rights leaders who died in the 1960s, faces the
Rococo painting by Juan Ruiz Soriano, which portrays the coronation of Saint Gertrude, best
known for her writing The Herald of Divine Love.Several contemporary artists made works
directly in response to the historic paintings. Titus Kaphar’s Menina, is an imagined image of the
dark skinned child allegedly born from a secret affair between an African dwarf attendant and
The Queen of France, Maria Teresa, whose portrait, from the circle of Diego Velazquez, hangs
next to it. Toyin Ojih Odutola’s self-portrait, The Apostle (Jiji ewa), contemplates belief and doubt
in contrast to the unquestioned loyalty of Maestro de Becerril’s 16th century portrait of Saint
Andrés.

This diverse collection of works and objects reflects the wide-ranging influences that guide the
gallery’s program.

The School is open on Saturdays from 11am to 5pm. For additional information and photographic
material please contact the gallery at theschool@jackshainman.com.
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Gallery hours:The School is open by appointment; and Saturdays, 11am-5pm.
For more info about The School, email:theschool@jackshainman.com
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